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Renowned poet Nicole Terez Dutton selected as next KR editor
BECCA FOLEY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
LINNEA MUMMA
NEWS ASSISTANT

On Tues. April 28, the Kenyon Review
announced that acclaimed poet Nicole
Terez Dutton would be the successor to
David Lynn ’76 P’14 as the magazine’s
14th editor, and will take over the role on
July 1.
Lynn has served as editor since 1994
and announced his plans to step down
last May. His 26-year term has been the
longest in the history of the Review and
his legacy has left a lasting impact that
Dutton hopes to continue. “I feel like
the bar is high,” Dutton told the Collegian, “and it should be—that’s very much
a trademark of the Review. And I think
that is definitely something that needs to
be sustained.”
Dutton has an MFA from Brown University and currently resides in Boston,
where she teaches in the writing program
at Emerson College. In addition to teaching, she is the managing editor of Transition Magazine and the Du Bois Review as
well as the poetry editor of The Baffler.
Her work has been featured in 32 Poems,
Callaloo, Indiana Review, Ploughshares
and Salt Hill Journal, and her collection
of poetry If One of Us Should Fall won the
2011 Cave Canem Poetry Prize.
Dutton has always loved to write, but
only realized recently how her knowledge could be expanded through a larger
community of writers. “It took me a little
while to find a community of writers in
Boston, but when I did, I felt compelled
to read more widely and to be more experimental with the work that I was producing,” Dutton said.
In her work at the Du Bois Review,
Dutton became interested in curating
the works of other artists and bringing
them into the broader conversation. One

of the main reasons why Dutton felt so
drawn to becoming an editor was because she could bring attention to artists
who she felt were underrepresented and
left out of the spotlight.
“I love working with writers to help
them finalize their vision and get the
best possible version of their work into
the world,” she said. “And then to try to
figure out how to package it with other
voices and other works so that the conversation is rich and dynamic.”
The Review is no stranger to Dutton, as she has been published multiple
times in the magazine and has kept up
with the work of Lynn and his team long
before her decision to apply for this position. Additionally, one of her teachers,
Carole Maso, served as a fiction editor at
the Review for a period of time. “It has
been long on my radar, a place that is so
high quality and so prestigious and doing such consistently excellent work that
I love,” Dutton said.
In addition to the Review, there are
many aspects of the Kenyon community
that excite Dutton. An Ohio native herself, Dutton visited the campus in February and was “overwhelmed by the kindness and the warmth” of its people.
“Everybody seemed so committed to
being a part of a community. It felt like
such a vibrant, dynamic space to operate
within,” she said. “I learned about what
everyone was doing and the work seemed
really interesting, and everyone was firing on all cylinders, and [they were] really dedicated to making it a place where
you can get work done.”
Dutton also discussed parts of Lynn’s
work that she sees as essential to the Review and elements that she hopes to continue. “I feel like David has made a real
pointed effort to be inclusive and to offer readers wide access to lots of different
work, to bring readers into something
that they may not have experienced be-

fore,” she said. “That is a beautiful tradition to honor and expand going forward.”
In his term as editor, Lynn helped the
Review burgeon from a literary magazine
into a robust organization. Because of
Lynn, Kenyon is able to host the annual
Kenyon Review Literary Festival, writing
workshops and reading series. In addition, Lynn is responsible for the expansion of the Young Writers Workshop and
the digital service KROnline.
While Lynn is stepping down as editor of the Review, he will still be part
of the Kenyon community as a professor of English and a special assistant to
President Decatur. However, he will miss
working with students in his capacity as
editor. “Students now come to Kenyon
with passion and commitment as well as
great talent,” Lynn wrote in an email to
the Collegian. “Working with them, especially as KR associates, getting to know
them personally and watching as they go
out into the world and make successful
lives for themselves is the great privilege
and joy of my life.”
Lynn offers to help Dutton in any way
she may need, but is confident in her capabilities and is excited to see what she
will bring to the Review. “I am certain
that she will continue to support the culture of community and creativity that
has become a mark of the Kenyon Review, nurturing students, staff, faculty,
and beyond,” he wrote.
Dutton looks forward to combining
Lynn’s ideas with her own. She expressed
an interest in advocating for an array
of different voices while staying true to
the distinguished editorial history of
the magazine. “I definitely look forward
to seeing not just who I love and who I
can feature, but what other ways can we
reify and expand the community so this
is a space where we are inviting different
possibilities into the journal,” she said.

COURTESY OF NICOLE TEREZ DUTTON

Though the global pandemic has created
a vast degree of uncertainty across America,
Dutton told the Collegian that when she is not
dancing or building Legos with her six-yearold son, literature has given her a sense of
stability. “We’re in a beautiful moment right
now that is the traffic of all of these beautiful
minds and our ability to access them is unprecedented,” she said.
Dutton feels that in these uncertain times,
literature has a more important role now
than ever: a momentary form of escape and a
way to express one’s emotions. “The pandemic does provide us another example of how
literature becomes necessary and centering
in troubled times,” she said. “People turn to
literature for solace, clarity and guidance. So
the role of the journal then becomes to bring
language and song to others in a moment of
global loss and uncertainty—as both balm
and brightness—and also to inspire and support the writers who are doing this work.”

PEEPS suspended for three years following LSD distribution
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR

After a months-long investigation and a student conduct hearing, the student organization Peeps O’ Kenyon
(PEEPS) has been suspended
from campus. The suspension, which is due to violations of school drug policy,
is set to last three years, and
will be followed by three additional years of probation.
The process began in January, when Dean of Campus
Life Laura Kane began investigating rumors regarding PEEPS’ new member
initiation practices. The investigation became more severe when the administration learned that PEEPS had
been distributing the drug

LSD to initiate members during certain bonding events.
PEEPS Co-president Eleanor
Evans-Wickberg ’21 says that
the LSD was non-compulsory, and that many members
chose not to partake. Nonetheless, the Office of Student
Rights and Responsibilities
began to question members
of PEEPS about their initiation process.
As a result of the investigation, the administration
recommended that PEEPS
be suspended for four years
and placed on social probation for two. PEEPS did not
agree with these sanctions,
and composed a 46-page document defending their case to
be submitted before the Student Conduct Review Board.

The final hearing took place
on April 21 in a meeting held
over Google Meet. In the end,
the Board decided to recommend a three-year suspension, followed by three years
of social probation. This
means that current initiate
members of PEEPS will be
able to re-form the organization before they graduate.
However, it also means that
for most current members,
their time in PEEPS is at an
end. While there is an appeal
process,
Evans-Wickberg
thinks it would be unlikely
to succeed, given how hard it
was for PEEPS to reduce even
the initial sanctions.
While some members of
PEEPS feel that the investigation was justified, many are

frustrated by the school’s apparent lack of consideration
for the students under scrutiny. According to Evans-Wickberg, the Office of Student
Rights and Responsibilities
tried to catch students “offguard” so that they couldn’t
“prepare” for interviews beforehand. As co-president,
she found the process very
stressful.
“There would be no word
from them for several days,
then all of the sudden three
students would be called in
back to back presumably so
they couldn’t speak to one
another in between,” EvansWickberg wrote in an email
to the Collegian. “James
Jackson would also send me
emails asking to meet the day

of. It felt like we were on trial.
But unlike a real legal trial,
we basically didn’t have any
rights.”
Other PEEPS members
agreed that the investigation
process was arduous and unpredictable; Elias Haberberg
’22 claims he was notified
just 30 minutes before he was
required to give an interview.
“I was in my room at 7 on a
Friday,” Haberberg said. “I
got a phone call from an Ohio
number, which I presumed to
be important so I picked it
up. Casey was the [Campus
Safety] agent who talked to
me. She said that James Jackson wanted to meet with me
at 7:30, and if I didn’t want to
walk over to the campus safety cubicle where it page 2
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Fall planning committee formed to discuss options for return
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

As students enter the final
weeks of the semester, administrators are busy imagining
what life at Kenyon could look
like in the fall.
On Friday, President Sean
Decatur sent an update to the
community about the College’s preliminary plans for
the fall semester. He noted
that the College has put together a planning committee
for the fall, and is considering several possible scenarios
to resume its residential program next semester. Decatur
also emphasized the importance of maintaining the in-

person nature of the Kenyon
experience.
“Kenyon is a residential
college, and the physical place
— our presence in Gambier,
the setting of the campus, the
iconic Middle Path stretching
from Old Kenyon to Bexley
Hall — has shaped the experience of our students, faculty
and staff for nearly 200 years,”
Decatur wrote. “Lasting connection to people and place
is a deeply held value, and we
intend to honor that in our
plans for next year.”
Decatur’s email included
some options the College is
considering, such as delaying
the start of the academic year,

mandating certain social distancing requirements on campus and implementing further
health and safety precautions.
The new public health standards that guide the world of
the pandemic, he said, will
likely spill into the Hill’s
cloistered walls come fall.
At Kenyon, these measures could include anything
from requiring students and
employees to wear personal
protective equipment, consistently monitoring the health
of students and employees,
maintaining high sanitation
standards and strictly following social distancing requirements.

Board of Trustees meet to
talk about fall, award tenures
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Instead of gathering together in Gambier, Cleveland or Florida, the Kenyon
Board of Trustees’ meeting on Friday
took place over a video conference. At
the heart of the discussion was the persistent topic of COVID-19, along with
the related matter of the best plan for reopening school in the fall.
“There was agreement that, following state/local/federal guidance and best
practices to keep the campus safe, we
should prioritize an in-person, residential academic year,” President Sean Decatur wrote in an email to the Collegian.
There are many factors that need to
be considered in any potential reopening plan. “I suspect that many of the
features of life that have become commonplace in the world off-campus in the
past six weeks will last far beyond the
summer and even the fall, and perhaps
until there is a vaccine,” Decatur said.
He described wearing masks in public
and having f loor markings in shopping
queues to continue social distancing as
two such features. As the pandemic is an
ever-changing issue, the Board will reconvene again on May 11 to continue its
discussion on reopening.

The Board also handled the traditional end-of-the-year housekeeping in their
annual spring meeting. The Board officially approved the class of 2020’s candidates for graduation, as well as the tenure promotions of Assistant Professor of
Art Craig Hill, Assistant Professor of Political Science Jacqueline McAllister and
Richard L. Thomas Professor of Creative
Writing Ira Sukrungruang. The Board
also officially selected board members
to serve in the coming years, including
Pam Hoehn-Saric ’80 P’10 P’14, Aileen
Hefferren ’88, Liz Myers P’17 and Susan
Tomasky P’17 to serve six-year terms
as Trustees-at-Large. Keeping with the
spirit of Kenyon’s 50 years of coeducation, this is the first class of exclusively
female Trustees-at-Large in the history
of the College.
Additionally, the External Affairs
Committee officially postponed the
2020 Reunion Weekend to May 2021,
and the Board heard from various committees detailing COVID-19’s effects on
faculty performance reviews, the West
Quad project and the admissions numbers for the class of 2024. The Board will
reconvene in just under two weeks’ time
to update the budget and planning for
the 2020-21 academic year.

Decatur also emphasized
that much of the College’s
planning for the fall semester
will rely heavily upon health
and safety mandates put forward by the state, a sentiment
seconded by Meredith Harper
Bonham ’92, vice president
for student affairs. In addition, Bonham said that a good
deal of planning will depend
upon student attendance in
the fall, especially in regards
to the state of study-abroad
programs and the ability of
international students to return to campus.
“Our entire model is predicated on people living, eating, studying [and] working

together in a very communal manner, and so it’s hard
to wrap our minds around
what that will be if we have to
implement social distancing
strategies,” she added.
Bonham said that both herself and Decatur have been in
constant contact with colleagues at the Five Colleges
of Ohio as well as other colleges and universities across
the state. “It’s actually been
a really nice, very collaborative and open approach across
colleges and universities, because we’re all trying to figure
it out — nobody has the magic
solution to this yet,” Bonham
said.

PEEPS question the school’s
investigation processes
Continued from Page 1

was supposedly being held, they
would be happy to send a golf cart
to escort me north. Highly irregular
stuff. Blatant intimidation too.”
Delilah Cravens ’21, PEEPS copresident with Evans-Wickberg,
understands why the investigation
happened but feels it was handled
poorly.
“I want to be accountable, in the
sense that we broke school policy
and by no means were being investigated unjustly,” Cravens wrote in an
email to the Collegian. “At the same
time, the means of investigation
seemed unreasonably tactical ... At
times, the school would intercept
students going home from class to
have them interrogated without notice, always in the presence of campus safety. Other times, members
would have to interview with less
than an hour’s notice in the middle
of a school day, and have to scramble to rearrange their schedules.”
Director of Student Rights and
Responsibilities James Jackson acknowledges that being questioned
by staff members can be uncom-

fortable, but denies that students
were given such short notice.
“Students interviewed were sent
emails requesting to meet normally the day prior to the interview,”
Jackson wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “In those emails, students were asked to let me know if
they were unable to meet at the date
and time listed in the email. There
were a few students who stated that
they had a scheduling conf lict. Students that made me aware of conf licts were either rescheduled or
canceled.”
The semester-long investigation
and resulting suspension have been
painful for PEEPS members. Evans-Wickberg believes that PEEPS
serves an important role at Kenyon,
and that its loss will have a negative
impact for many.
“Not only do the Peeps provide a
uniquely inclusive and free space on
the Kenyon campus, Peeps is also an
integral part of the lives and mental
wellbeing of many of its members,”
Evans-Wickberg wrote. “I am happy that the conduct review board at
least decided to keep the organization around.”

Advertising and Subscriptions
Editors-in-Chief Becca Foley,
Adam Schwager
Executive Director Tommy Johnson
Senior News Editor Evey Weisblat
News Editor Ronan Elliott
Features Editors Ariella Kissin, Jackson
Wald
Arts Editors Mikayla Connolly, Fred
Giron-Giessen
Opinions Editors Milo Levine, Mia
Sherin
Sports Editors Jordy Fee-Platt, Jackson
Wald, Joe Wint
Photography Editors Sara Haleblian,

Reid Stautberg
News Assistant Linnea Mumma
Arts Assistant Stephanie DeGnore
Opinions Assistants Salvatore Macchione,
Lucy White
Sports Assistant Sydney Schulman
Chief Copy Editor Andy Kelleher
Associate Copy Editor Adam Samet
Copy Editors Kassie Rimmel, Tillie Wang
Social Media Director Annmarie
Morrison
Cartoonist Alex Gilkey
Advisor Emeritus P. F. Kluge
Staff Advisor Kurt Pyle

Advertisers should contact the Collegian’s Executive Director via e-mail at
ads @kenyoncollegian.com for current rates and further information. All materials should be
sent to Executive Director, The Kenyon Collegian, P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH 43022.
Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian are available for $50. Checks should be made
payable to The Kenyon Collegian and directed to the Editors-in-Chief. Contact subscriptions@
kenyoncollegian.com.
Office: 214 N. Acland Street
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 43022.
E-mail address: collegian@kenyon.edu, kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

3

Thursday, April 30 | kenyoncollegian.com

Over 80 people tuned in to take part in the virtual Lavender Graduation ceremony, celebrating students in the LGBTQ+ community. | COURTESY OF TIMOTHY BUSSEY

Virtual Lavender Graduation celebrates LGBTQ+ seniors
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Each year, Kenyon’s Lavender
Graduation provides a space for celebrating the accomplishments of LGBTQ+ seniors, as well as recognizing
service and leadership from students,
staff and organizations across campus. Despite Kenyon’s community
being spread across the country and
world, this year was no different.
Kenyon’s first virtual Lavender
Graduation took place on Tuesday,
April 28 via Zoom. The ceremony
had a strong turnout, with over 70
unique Zoom connections and an
estimated 85 students, staff, friends
and family in attendance. Among
the recipients of the LGBTQ+ Service
Awards this year were Micah Fisher
’20, recipient of the Outstanding Advocacy Award, and Teddy HannahDrullard ’20, recipient of the Kenyon
PRIDE Senior Leader Award.
Timothy Bussey, assistant director of the Office of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion (ODEI), told the Colle-

gian he was happy that he and others
were able to organize his favorite annual event despite the challenges of
putting together a remote ceremony.
“While this year’s virtual Lavender Graduation was certainly different than our annual in-person ceremony, we couldn’t have been happier
with the excitement for our graduating LGBTQ+ seniors,” Bussey wrote
in an email to the Collegian.
In
fact,
Hannah-Drullard
thought that there was a major benefit to hosting the event on Zoom,
which they believed allowed for a
greater attendance than previous
ceremonies.
“I honestly think attendance via
Zoom should be an option for all
events now,” they wrote in a message
to the Collegian. “LGBTQ+ events
are often small affairs due to inconvenient times, so they don’t usually
reflect the true vastness of the support network we’re so lucky to have
here at Kenyon.”
When colleges across the coun-

try began announcing their shift to
remote learning for the remainder
of the spring semester, many of them
cancelled their Lavender Graduation
ceremonies. According to Bussey,
this was never something ODEI considered.
In fact, ODEI has been among
the most active college departments
since the College went remote, regularly hosting online events such
as one for Trans Day of Visibility, a
virtual tour of the AIDS Memorial
Quilt exhibition at the Gund Gallery
and regular meetings with ODEI-affiliated student groups.
With this wealth of experience,
ODEI was able to arrange a virtual
program that was roughly the same
as an in-person event. The invocation
was delivered by Liz Keeney, associate director of student accessibility
and support services, and President
Sean Decatur made his remarks in
his tam, the purple cap that he wears
his regalia for Commencement exercises. After the President’s remarks, a

speaker chosen by the Unity House
Managers delivers a keynote address.
Associate Professor of Chemistry
Simon Garcia delivered the keynote
this year, and he was introduced by
Fisher and Hannah-Drullard, who
are co-managers of Unity House.
In addition to Fisher and HannahDrullard, several other students and
staff were recognized at the ceremony. Micah Smith ’22 won the Rising
Star Award, Chaplain Rachel Kessler
’04 won the Faculty/Staff Award and
Bussey won the Trailblazer Award.
The Gund Gallery was recognized as
the Outstanding Departmental Ally
for celebrating art from the LGBTQ+
community throughout the year,
namely in the Axis Mundo: Queer
Networks in Chicano L.A. exhibition. In addition, the total number
of nominations for these awards was
higher this year than in the previous
three years combined.
After presenting the service
awards, Vice President for Student
Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham

’92 and Provost Joseph Klesner presented the lavender cords, albeit virtually, that recognized students are
given to wear at graduation. Bussey
was able to wear his cords, though,
and he reminded attendees that the
celebration was not just for them, but
also for the LGBTQ+ seniors who
were not out and those unable to participate in Lavender Graduation.
Bussey believes that the event
helped people to feel connected, despite their distance, and appreciated
for their accomplishments.
Hannah-Drullard echoed this,
expressing that having over 80 people in attendance, including alumni
who otherwise would not have been
able to be present for the event, was
especially meaningful.
“It’s tough to put into words how
important that is, especially for those
of us who have to pretend to be someone else in front of our families, or
who don’t have any family anymore
except the one we’ve been blessed
with at Kenyon,” they wrote.

Incumbents sweep the Knox County Republican primaries
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

After a month’s delay and an expansion to mail-in voting, the Ohio
primaries were finally conducted on
Tuesday, April 28. Most votes were
submitted to election officials much
earlier than the late-April date, as inperson voting was limited to dropping off one’s ballot at a designated location. While the Presidential
nominees for both parties have been
determined for weeks, Knox County
had a multitude of down-ballot races

that could have ramifications on student life.
With Knox County swinging heavily Republican—registered Republicans outnumber registered Democrats by a 3:1 ratio—the important
races were the contested Republican
primaries. In the County Commissioners races, three-time incumbent
Teresa Bemiller of Mount Vernon easily fended off primary challenger and
Navy veteran Eric Wisyanski, while
her counterpart and fellow incumbent Thom Collier defeated Mount
Vernon resident Barry D. Lester by a

margin of around 1,500 votes.
In the highly anticipated race for
Knox County Sheriff, incumbent
David Shaffer (R) was able to fend
off Danville Chief of Police Daniel
J. Weckesser (R), who ran his campaign on cracking down on street
drugs. The Office of the Sheriff has
made several appearances in the Collegian over the past year, starting in
October when Deputy Sheriff Kevin
Williams stopped black students and
alumni using a golf cart on a Middle
Path. Since the College’s contract
with the Sheriff ’s office came to an

end in early April and is currently in
the process of renewal, continuity in
the Sheriff ’s Office could benefit renewal negotiations.
While all of these candidates will
have to wait until the general election
in November to officially confirm
their next terms, it is highly likely
that their hardest challenge is now
out of the way.
The Republican nominees for
county-wide offices almost always
end up victorious, and there is little
reason to believe that the 2020 election will break from that trend.
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Art classes find creative ways to adjust to remote learning
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER

Among the courses hardest hit by the
move to online learning are art classes,
which often require an abundance of special equipment and the ability to utilize a
variety of different spaces. Many assignments for these classes have been reimagined in order to accommodate day-today life during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Students enrolled in Borders and Bodies
(ARTS 291.01), however, are in luck: Their
final project asks them to explore freedom within the constraints of boundaries and bodies by producing a digital work
through the collective efforts of others.
Though the assignment was written
prior to Kenyon’s suspension of on-campus learning, Daisy Dow ’22 and Ani Parnagian ’23 realized that the pandemic has
given the assignment a whole new meaning. Since the most prominent boundaries
in people’s lives during the COVID-19 crisis are those present in their homes, Dow
and Parnagian have decided to focus their
projects on the way people interact with
doors and windows, respectively, during
the pandemic and are sharing them with
the world through their new Instagram
accounts. In the process, they each have
created a space to make sense of the pandemic while also remaining connected to
others.
In search of a way to feel more connected with her friends and peers, the idea to
collect videos of people walking through
doors for her project, which she is calling “Socially Undistancing,” came to Dow
while in quarantine with her parents.
“I don’t really feel like I’m still interacting with my friends in the way that I
normally do. I’m only seeing people from
[the] neck up—I don’t know if people are
wearing pants,” Dow explained. “You see
people walk through doors all the time.
[But right now] I’m not seeing other people walk through the door, except for the
two other people in my house … [My project is about] reminding yourself that while
things seem closed off, there’s always a
chance that they’re going to open up to
something familiar to something new.”

Parnagian had a similar train of
thought when she decided windows would
be the centerpiece of her project, “The
Window Stories.”
“[Windows are] the only way we have
connection to the outside world in a physical way,” Parnagian said. “The only other
connections are virtual; it’s pretty ironic
that the only way I can share these is on
Instagram.”
As submissions for their projects arrive, both Dow and Parnagian are beginning to see a variety of results. While Parnagian had anticipated that people would
photograph others looking out through
their own windows, some people have interpreted her project differently, and have
taken photos of others from the outside in.
“[Seeing people inside] adds another
fun layer, because you get to see them in
[their own] context, rather than just walking or doing something outside,” she said.
Though Dow’s project encompasses
the most simple of acts, people have still
found creative ways to express themselves
in their submissions. One person, for instance, submitted a video of them walking
through a door while carrying their dog.
Another—Dow’s favorite of the submissions thus far—includes the person walking through the door while wearing a onesie and shooting a NERF gun.
“The more creative people want to be,
the more they want to express themselves
coming through a door, [the better],” Dow
said. She added, “That’s how you should
always walk through the door.”
Just as the submissions are getting
more creative, both Dow and Parnagian
have manipulated their submissions to
foster a work of art with a coherent message, though in different ways. Parnagian,
for example, asks that her submissions be
sent without context, and then captions
each photo with a haiku.
“The whole idea of putting together
pieces of a life without knowing anything
about them allows you to look at everything out of context. Seeing these mundane actions and put[ting] a story behind
it was just really interesting to me,” she
said.
Dow, on the other hand, has been lay-

Two of the projects, titled “Socially Undistancing” and “The Window Stories,” feature photos and videos of students at home. | COURTESY OF ANI PARNAGIAN

ering video submissions on top of each
other to create one image that encompasses several people walking through a door
in hopes of creating a sense of unity.
“The layering is supposed to connect
people with someone in a complete[ly]
different place who they may or may not
know, but, by the simple act of opening a
door, they automatically have something
in common,” Dow said.
The need for community and genuine
human connection is at the center of both
“Socially Undistancing” and “The Window
Stories.” Though it is not yet clear whether
these projects have had their intended effect on others, it has certainly made Dow
and Parnagian feel more connected to others as they gather submissions from people
all over the world.
“[My project has] given me a nice win-

dow into other people’s lives, first into the
[lives of] friends who are sending me these
[photos] and what they might be seeing,
but also into [the lives of] these complete
strangers, which has been really fun,” Parnagian said.
Dow echoed this sentiment.
“[‘Socially Undistancing’ is] just a nice
reminder that, yeah, we are all socially distanced, and who knows how much longer
that’s going to last, but socially, we can still
be really connected, even if we’re physically apart,” she said.
You can submit photos and videos to
“Socially Undistancing” or “The Window
Stories” on their Instagram accounts, @
sociallyundistancing and @thewindowstories_, respectively. To submit to other ARTS
291.01 final projects, visit https://bordersandbodies.weebly.com/.

Sam Hafetz ’23 records ghostly epic poem, The Party’s Over
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER

To Sam Hafetz ’23, playwriting in
the time of quarantine is more than
just putting pen to paper; it’s about
trying to express a collective sense
of stagnation and apathy. Now, in his
newest directoral endeavor, Hafetz is
attempting to tackle a new dramatic
medium to explore these motifs: a
spoken epic poem.
The poem, titled The Party’s Over,
runs approximately 55 minutes long
and is debuting May 10 at 12:00 p.m
EST. Its plot centers around a group
of four college-aged teenagers who
make a deal with a ghost. The caveat?
If they don’t achieve a great purpose
in life, they cede rule over humanity
to the ghost and its kind.
Hafetz believes the classification
of this work as an epic poem, rather
than a play, affords him the opportu-

nity to experiment with more unconventional modes of storytelling. In
the poem, Hafetz bends time, incorporates the supernatural and features
long and formal speeches.
One of his goals is for the work
to serve as ambience; he imagines a
group of friends, relaxing and fraternizing, being able to turn the poem
on in the background and having it
play along as they chat.
Although only a first year, Hafetz’s
writing and directorial background
is extensive: He directed six plays
— four of which were full-length—
at his high school, St. Ann’s School
in Brooklyn, N.Y. Since arriving to
Kenyon in the fall, Hafetz has spearheaded a variety of dramatic endeavors, writing and performing a play
each week on his WKCO radio show,
and was preparing to put on a fulllength show at the Horn Gallery in
April.

At the beginning of quarantine,
Hafetz was writing a play every day,
recruiting his friends to perform in
them over Zoom, posting them on his
Soundcloud account and promoting
them on Instagram. The plays included a wide array of stories, ranging
from a group of clowns in a breakroom to a detective investigating the
murder of a high-profile rockstar.
However, citing concerns of burnout,
Hafetz halted this project.
“ I stopped doing [them] because I
wasn’t really absorbing my feelings,”
Hafetz said. “When I was writing a
play a day … I basically had to just
start writing and couldn’t delete anything because I’d have such a strict
deadline.”
Now, with the conception of The
Party’s Over, Hafetz is focusing his
creative energy on a single project. As
his work on the poem has progressed,
he has found himself trying to ex-

plore more and more on one major
theme: purpose.
“There’s this question I’m really
poking at, which is—if we’re all dead,
then we’re kind of all alive. I would
say that’s the question of the [work],”
Hafetz said. “In a lot of ways we barely feel alive right now. And so that’s
what I was kind of thinking. Like if
[quarantine] is a collective experience, then we’re all living.”
Hafetz also notes that at the core
of this work is the feeling that during
quarantine, the collective “we” spend
more time—and enjoy—reminiscing
more than living in the present.
As the opening day of the poem
draws closer, Hafetz still feels the
urge and inspiration to keep writing.
“I’m just like ‘I can’t stop writing
amidst this time, because if we stop,
people are still feeling,” Hafetz said.
“You can only stop writing when people stop feeling.”

Thursday, April 30 | kenyoncollegian.com

5

Pandemic puts strain on
students’ mental health
DORA SEGALL
STAFF WRITER

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANNMARIE MORRISON

Content warning: This article discusses
mental health, anxiety, ADHD and eating
disorders. ProtoCall is available 24/7 for
crisis support.
Note: The views of the following students do not necessarily reflect those of all
students currently struggling with mental
health.
Most students — most people, for that
matter — probably find that a worldwide
pandemic and extended social distancing
has taken a toll on their physical and mental health. Those Kenyon students with
preexisting mental illnesses have found
facing these stressors especially challenging.
Since transitioning to online classes,
the College has scrambled to adapt mental health resources to unprecedented circumstances. Although the Cox Health
and Counseling Center began providing telemental health services to in-state
students, licensure stipulations have prevented them from offering these services
to students currently residing outside of
Ohio, according to Associate Director
of Counseling Holly Baker. Last week,
however, the College began offering Talkspace, a mobile app and online platform
for telemental health services.
Shara Morgan ’20 and Nafeez Ishmam
Ahmed ’23, both of whom are currently
living on campus, agree that the caliber
of Talkspace, aside from the absence of a
synchronous conversation, more or less
matches that of the Counseling Center.
“For the most part, it’s just a therapist you
can text five days a week,” Morgan said.
Ahmed said that while access to counseling is difficult, he has primarily struggled with access to medication. He was
diagnosed with ADHD only a couple
months ago. “The timing of it was very,
very difficult,” Ahmed said. “[Initially]
my psychiatrist told me he would call me
and then prescribe me the medication, but
everything changed after [COVID-19]
came.” Ultimately, Ahmed had to withdraw late from a course due to illness.
“It’s just not possible for me to concentrate because there are different stressors,”
he said. “You can try your best to control
your learning environment, and it does

increase your odds of being productive,
but [without medication], [it’s taken] a lot
of exploring options to see what I could do
to make the most of the situation.”
Ahmed is not the only student struggling to complete the semester online as
changing circumstances impact his mental health. A senior from New Jersey, who
will be called Kayla to protect her identity,
said that her recent decision to seek inpatient treatment for an eating disorder has
jeopardized her chances of graduating in
just two weeks. Due to her rapid weight
loss and reduced heart rate, her doctor
has requested that she admit herself to the
hospital, where she must stay until she is
cleared for a residential program. She is
unsure whether this will allow her to complete her coursework.
Although she has been working with
professors to wrap up her classes more
quickly, Kayla noted that doing so can be
awkward and frustrating.
“It’s embarrassing because you sort of
open up, and you put it out there and say, ‘I
need you to work with me, because I have
this problem.’” She said that professors do
not always understand the severity of her
eating disorder, making it difficult to seek
accommodations.
Celina German ’21, an on-campus mediator, said that she and other individuals
have been working since the transition to
online classes to try and ease this disconnect between students and professors. The
Ombuds Office offers separate meetings
for faculty and staff, mostly to help the
College find a balance between a continued quality of education and empathy for
many challenges of completing classes
online. She explained that professors often
struggle to find a balance between recognizing the challenges their students might
be facing during the pandemic and ensuring the quality of education they had paid
for. She noted that speaking with professors through Ombuds Office Hours and
in her classes was very humanizing. “They
look different, they smile differently,” she
said, “and so it’s been very fascinating as I
kind of assist them as they assist me.”
Morgan has observed that professors
themselves seem to be struggling mentally as well. “What’s the point of pretending
to teach and be taught when really what

we both want is to love and be loved, and
be comfortable, and feel okay right now?’”
Although students like Morgan find
it difficult to value and prioritize school
work during such a stressful time, others
find academic responsibilities to be an immense help. Jesse Leener ’22 said that she
often struggles to find the motivation to
log into her synchronous classes, “Ultimately, I think that that is the only thing
that has really helped me … I’m happ[y]
to be talking to people and seeing people’s
faces or just sitting there and watching
other people talk,” she said.
Kenyon students struggling with their
mental health believe that losing their inperson support networks has been the
hardest aspect of learning from home.
Leener said that, while on campus, she
usually spends time with friends when she
runs into them on Middle Path, or otherwise texts them briefly to make plans. German explained that even having strangers
around on campus was grounding.
“If I was falling at any point, or if I was
concerned, I knew that I had almost a social accountability either [to] show up the
class [or] make sure I look presentable,
[and] my friends would check in with
me.” She said that without that social accountability, unpleasant thoughts regarding anxiety and trauma have manifested
much more strongly. Kayla echoed this
sentiment. “At school, just you know who
you are and [have] sort of an audience for
that,” she said. At home, “all of a sudden
you have no audience.” For Kayla, a treatment program with other girls seemed
like the best way to regain this audience.
Changing her habits is easier in a treatment program than at home because,
while programs give residents activities to
occupy their time between meals, “right
now, at home with just my mom and my
sister, how am I going to distract myself
[while improving my eating habits]?”
Although many students find that social isolation is exacerbating their mental health, it is often difficult for those
the Collegian spoke with to reach out to
friends. Leener said that her social anxiety coupled with her general distaste for
texting has made it difficult to stay connected. “It’s hard for me to reach out because I feel like it’s weird to text people just

random[ly],” she said. “I’ve definitely been
more distant than I usually would be like
in person.” She said that distancing herself
has been especially hard on her mental
health due to the fact that she is an only
child.
Aside from the reasoning that “nobody wants to be on their phones all the
goddamn time,” according to Morgan,
“Most of my friends who would be part
of my support system are all doing badly,”
they said. “Everybody is suffering.”
Ahmed said that while living on
campus, being able to see other students
in Peirce Dining Hall while picking up
meals has been a huge help to him. “There
are many students left on campus … So
in that way, I’ve been stuck here, but it
doesn’t feel as stuck as I thought it would.”
German is living with her parents and
said that she has turned to them for support with her anxiety. One newfound
habit has been seeking out her mom for
a hug whenever it becomes overwhelming. “My mom and I are very independent
souls, and we’re not the most clingy,” she
said, “but I think that’s something I’ve
been trying to lean into, [that] it’s okay to
lean on someone.” Morgan said that they
feel fortunate to have their emotional support animal with them. “Whenever I’m
sad or anxious, I put [my cat] on my belly,”
they said. “He purrs, and we fall asleep together.”
Although students have found new,
informal support networks in their currently isolated lifestyles, they hope to see
formal resources continue to grow. Leener suggested a new platform for students
to connect online about their challenges
with mental health. “I just feel like a lot
of us are probably feeling the same way,”
she said. “It’s easy for us to retreat, [so] I
think that it would be really helpful to
have some sort of way to engage with each
other without feeling pressure to do so.”
That being said, German stressed the
need to encourage students to utilize online resources in the first place. “There’s
a lot that happens between the click and
actually when you start presenting yourself in a conference,” she said. “How do
you reach people [for] whom it might be
already a huge achievement to actually attend to make that click?”
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With everyone at home, now is a great time to catch up on music. Lucky
for us, Kenyon artists have been busy putting together new tunes to jam to
while working through the tedium of end-of-semester assignments.

Pinegrove: Elsewhere 2 and YouTube Livestreams
Evan Stephens Hall ’11 and company, collectively known as Pinegrove, have been working tirelessly over the past month to use music to pull people out
of the daily routine of their quarantined lives. Over the past month, Pinegrove has put out hours of music.
On March 29, the band uploaded to YouTube a two-hour livestream performance by Hall. Listening to it is like reading stream-of-consciousness prose,
the winding roads of Hall’s lyrics pulling you out of your own mind. In addition to favorites like “Darkness,” “Aphasia” and “Old Friends,” Hall performed
covers of Evanescence, John K. Sampson, Field Medic and more. It’s a joy to listen to, with Hall’s soft spoken interludes reflecting on these strange times.
Meanwhile, his trademark shout-singing provided comfort through the emotional release that we all need.
Nearly a month after this first livestream from quarantine, Hall put himself back in front of the camera on April 22, sporting a new haircut — a rather
crusty mohawk. In this hour-long performance, Hall performed more classics like “New Friends,” “Cadmium” and “Intrepid.” He also treated viewers to a
few new songs: “Cyclone” and “Flora,” and another work-in-progress song that Hall says is “still in draft phase.”
“Cyclone” is an especially fitting addition to the soundtrack for staying at home. “Never again, been in my head for a long time,” Hall laments, singing
about reconciling the mind with reality. “Get out my head, get out of my mind,” he shouts into the void.
“Flora,” which he plays directly after “Cyclone,” has a lighter, bouncier rhythm — a nice contrast to the darkness of the previous track, providing a
soundtrack to spring blooming around us.
The best of Pinegrove’s recent releases is Elsewhere 2, an eight-track live album on their Bandcamp page. Pinegrove’s posted description calls the work “a
record of the recent past when people could gather together by the hundreds.”
The album takes the listener across the country, playing live recordings from San Diego, Woodstock, Houston, Austin, Dallas and Denver. Despite the
fact that the recordings are pulled from different live performances, the music flows much like a traditional live album. “Spiral,” the one-minute opening track, starts softly and crescendos into the rest of the
recording. The final two tracks, “Rings” and “Aphasia,” make you feel like you’re in the middle of a crowded concert venue, as Hall’s vocals are coupled with the crowd singing along with him for the entire
final nine minutes of the album.
The album provides a much-needed escape. As Pinegrove writes in the album description, it provides a brief moment with “the communal I,” a concept that is no better explained than by the sensation
of listening to “Rings” alone in your room while in your mind, you are transported to Denver, singing along with Hall and the rest of the world.
Listeners who choose to buy the digital album on Bandcamp can name their price, and all proceeds of which will go to the MusicCares COVID-19 Relief Fund.

Yoke Lore: #StayHome #WithMe Livestream

Yoke Lore’s spiritualism-inspired pop indie rock is another great
remedy for life-at-home. Adrian Galvin ’12, who first broke out
onto the scene as Walk the Moon’s drummer, started Yoke Lore in
2016. He has since released four EPs, most recently Meditations in 2019. On April 7, Galvin recorded a live stream, #StayHome #WithMe, where he spent 45 minutes playing a mix of old favorites and new
music while also answering questions.
Yoke Lore’s music is fantastic listening for quarantine times. Each track offers some combination of banjo, drums and electronica. Even better, Yoke Lore has both electronic and acoustic versions of songs
like “Goodpain” on Spotify, good for any mood. Galvin studied dance in college and his songs’ percussive qualities compel movement. How better to spend another night alone in your house than to dance
around in your bedroom? In live performances, Galvin himself dances around on stage between verses, flailing his arms and legs to the rhythm.
In Galvin’s latest live recording, he sits cross-legged on the floor of his house, while his gray fluffy dog lies lazy and satisfied on a brown leather couch behind him. In lieu of ample space to dance around
in front of his webcam, Galvin instead settles on a rhythmic restless knee as he plays the banjo.
The recording starts off with “Chin Up,” a performance marred by some technical difficulties. From there, the recording smooths out and Galvin plays some of his older stuff like “Goodpain” and
“Beige,” and also some yet-unreleased tracks. Each song carries that same contemplative lyricism over Galvin’s banjo picking. “Goodpain,” which is all about enduring the bad times in order to enjoy the
good times, feels particularly meaningful.
Interspersed between musical acts were question-and-answer sessions, in which Galvin revealed that his favorite song is Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah,” that he refuses to play his track “Tom Robbins” in
the studio and that his biggest musical influences are Bob Dylan, the Backstreet Boys and Modest Mouse. When asked whether he preferred cats or dogs, his answer reflected the meditative but lighthearted
lyricism of his songs: “Cats,” he answers, because “cats have this age-old knowledge that goes way beyond humanity and way beyond our temporal sphere of existence.”
As for upcoming releases, Galvin mentioned that he has been spending most of his free time working on new songs from home (“I have nothing else to do — it’s wonderful”). When all is said and done,
hopefully these songs will make their way onto Galvin’s newest EP or, if we are lucky, his first studio album.
Like Pinegrove, Yoke Lore’s live stream raised money for the MusicCares COVID-19 Relief Fund.

Mark Twang: Late May Live Cuts
Mark Twang, a self-described post-country band, is set to release a couple of live cuts and a cover song in late May. This
comes after the emergence of the pandemic forced the band’s debut album onto the back burner.
The band, consisting of Jonah Zitelli ’20, Sam Achtermann ’20, Ethan Bradley ’20 and Eric Schwartz ’21, released the EP
Progress Report \\ Demos a year ago and Rearview EP in November 2019. Rearview EP is the more polished of the two and
features the songs that Twang would often play at live shows, both those on campus and at off-campus venues throughout
the East Coast and the Midwest.
While awaiting the band’s new releases, Rearview EP’s melancholic but rich sound is perfect stay-at-home listening.
The title track, “Rearview,” puts the band’s collective talents and unique sound on full display. The album, mixed by Jake
Ziesel ’19, has a layered sound, as Perelman’s voice and Zitelli’s guitar sound as though they are meant to go together, while
the drums, banjo and bass give each song a rhythm that begs your foot to tap along. The combination of more alternativeinspired vocals and guitar riffs with the twangy guitar and country-rock bassline groove characterize Twang’s post-country
sound. The band’s sound takes clear inspiration from bands like Pinegrove and Wilco while still achieving an original
sound.
Eventually, the band hopes to put out a full debut album, but the distance between the members has thrown a wrench
into those plans. Zitelli told the Collegian that the band was fortunate in that they had been recording all of their practices
for a while before leaving Kenyon and this, in addition to recordings from shows, gives them material that they can release
despite being away from campus.
Zitelli expects that new music will drop on May 22, give or take a couple of days. As of now, Rearview EP is on Spotify
and Bandcamp and Progress Report \\ Demos is on Bandcamp.
In addition to music’s therapeutic potential, these musicians’ latest works are also a sign of hope. If bands can find creative ways to bring people music despite lacking the spaces to gather, practice, perform and record, then certainly we can all
find ways to be there for one another and offer up our own ways to make things a little easier for someone else.
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Day Moon, born at the Horn Gallery in 2018, consists of Alex Inciardi ’21, Molly Walsh ’21 and Maddy Moriarty ’21. After
years of treating Kenyonites to their music at Horn concerts and WKCO Fest, Day Moon has released their first single, “Veil,”
available for streaming on Spotify and on Bandcamp, where listeners can purchase and download the song with the option to
name your price.
“Veil” pulls talent from across Kenyon’s music scene. The track features Ben Weinman ’21 on lead guitar, is mixed by Jake
Zeisel ’19 and is produced by Andrew Perelman ’20. It is a stunning debut track, reflecting the band’s wealth of experience playing live shows, despite the current dearth of recorded tracks.
In a message to the Collegian, the members of Day Moon wrote about their excitement to release the track, citing the important roles played by other members of the Kenyon music scene. “Needless to say, we feel lucky to be releasing anything at all
during this time, let alone a track that is the product of so much Kenyon talent,” they wrote.
While the song had been recorded last semester, finalizing the track in isolation proved challenging, with the band members
mixing over the phone with Zeisel.
The song puts Inciardi’s vocal abilities on full display, evoking comparison to Sharon Van Etten and the Staves. Inciardi
wrote the song the summer before her junior year at Kenyon, and it serves as a reflection on the ways she has changed and
grown over those two years. “I knew I wanted the lyrics to talk about Kenyon in some way, to give credit to how being there has
helped shape who I am today,” Inciardi wrote.
Day Moon’s members feel that the song’s release is bittersweet, as they intended to drop their first full album this semester.
Unfortunately, most of those tracks are stuck on the WKCO computer’s hard drive. They wrote that there are six more songs
where “Veil” came from, which they have plans to retrieve when it is possible for students to collect their belongings from campus.
In addition to a debut album to look forward to, Day Moon has spent their time at home writing new songs that they can
perform and record upon returning to Kenyon.
“As quarantine has left us with an excess of free-time and angst, songwriting has been a great outlet for cathartic release,”
they wrote.

Mangoland: Two-part Album Coming in May
Mangoland, the Chicago-based band featuring Kenyon’s Vince Lewis ’20, has released a steady stream of singles since 2018.
The band, which includes Lewis and some of his high school friends, did some touring last summer and has spent the past few
months hard at work on what began as an album but has since outgrown that mold.
On May 1, Mangoland is going to release the first part of a two-part album. “The album was produced as a group effort of
the band, mostly virtually in isolation by sending parts to each other over Google Drive,” Lewis wrote in a message to the Collegian.
In comparison to their earlier work, Lewis said that their new album will be more experimental and electronic, but also
more polished. Mangoland’s earlier music combines elements of rock, rap and alternative, with Lewis being one of two guitarists.
While older songs consist mostly of the talented Owen Finn on vocals, each member of the band provides vocals at some
point on the new album, which will have guest features from singer Tess Buckley and rapper Scaz.
According to Lewis, the new album’s diverse array of sounds means that it will have something for everyone. He expects
that they will release the second part of the album in mid-May. In late May, the band plans to unveil a sampling of live music,
which he says will be more for those who liked Mangoland’s original style. The band has an ambitious goal of maintaining
regular, weekly releases throughout the summer.

No room for boredom: Paige Keller ’23 creates siblings podcast
MIKAYLA CONNOLLY
ARTS EDITOR

While some may be running
out of things to do during the ongoing quarantine, students like Paige
Keller ’23 are getting more creative.
For the past few weeks, Keller has
been working on a podcast with her
sister Brynn, a senior at Macalester
College, and her brother Tyson, a
high school first year, that puts passion for pop culture at the forefront.
The podcast takes after NPR’s
Pop Culture Happy Hour show.
“Our mom made us listen [to the
show] and me and Brynn collectively agreed that the main part we
like in each episode was a section
called ‘What’s Making Us Happy
This Week,’” Keller wrote in a message to the Collegian. In this part
of the show, NPR’s correspondents
each discuss one piece of pop culture they’re enjoying that week.
“We want it [our podcast] to be in
that style,” she wrote. The Keller
siblings identify as musicians, with
varying interests. “The three of us
have very strong opinions when it
comes to media,” Keller wrote. “So
we thought a conversational style
would work well.”
After many long discussions and
brainstorming over what their podcast should be named, the trio de-

cided to call it The Undisputed Truth.
“It’s a reference to the song ‘Goodbye
Stranger’ by Supertramp and we just
loved the idea of claiming that an
opinion-based podcast is absolute
fact.” While the podcast has yet to
officially come on air, Keller and her
siblings plan on releasing an episode
every two weeks and are hoping to
upload the first episode “very soon.”
The Undisputed Truth will also
take inspiration from the aptly
named genre of “sibling podcasts.”
“We love My Brother, My Brother
and Me and their dedication to the
craft really inspired us to actually
do this,” Keller said. The show is
hosted by three brothers who began
the podcast as a means to stay in
touch with each other as their personal lives became more and more Paige Keller ’23 and her two siblings, who co-host the podcast. | COURTESY OF PAIGE KELLER
complicated. “We really took that
Perhaps the Kellers’ biggest in- our homes. Though this situation well as the audio-editing software
to heart as two of us are away from spiration of them all is their father’s is stressful with online classes and Audacity to edit episodes.
home at school and beyond while podcast, which is about video games general anxiety about the current
The Keller siblings are actively
the youngest is stuck at home in and “shows that anyone, if they re- global state of affairs, finally sitting working on premiering their new
high school.” Tyson, the youngest of ally want to, can start a podcast down to record will give the three of podcast, and will hopefully have the
the Kellers, sarcastically added, “We about something they’re passionate us time every week to reconnect and first episode up within the next few
really want this podcast to share our about.”
recharge,” Keller said. “We all finally weeks. The Undisputed Truth will
fame and glory.”
While being stuck in quarantine have no reason to put off focusing on likely be streamable on platforms
Other inspirations for The Undis- poses many issues for some, Chi- this personal project!”
like Spotify and Apple Podcasts, and
puted Truth include Dear Hank and cago’s stay-at-home order (where
The podcast will be recorded and possibly on YouTube and SoundJohn, another sibling podcast hosted two-thirds of the Keller siblings are edited remotely, as Brynn is current- cloud. Until then, the Kellers are
by Hank and John Green ’00. “We based) has only benefited the Kellers’ ly based in St. Paul, Mo., while Paige consuming more media than ever,
really love the energy that they carry project. “Quarantine is definitely al- and Tyson are at home in Chicago, preparing for the many passionwhile discussing things that they’re lowing us to consume more content Ill. They plan on using the app Dis- ate discussions about pop culture
passionate about,” Keller said.
for episodes while we’re stuck inside cord to communicate and record, as they’ll soon be broadcasting.
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Kenyon needs to
prioritize in-person
classes—but safely
As we move further and further from the initial
outbreak of the novel coronavirus, states, businesses
and institutions of higher learning are all asking the
same question: How could we safely reopen before
a vaccine is developed? At the Collegian, we believe
that Kenyon needs to reopen safely, while prioritizing starting next semester on-campus rather than
online — even if it means the semester must start
later than usual.
Kenyon prides itself in being one of the few
schools across the nation that has 100-percent oncampus housing for all four years. They embrace
community in its fullest sense, with Middle Path,
the Village of Gambier and Peirce Dining Hall as
the backdrop. Many of their upperclassman housing options, such as the North Campus Apartments
and the New Apartments, encourage communal
living. These are tough times for any community
which embraces prolonged human contact, Kenyon
included.
Despite these issues, we need to start the next academic year in person. While many professors have
been outstanding in their transition to distance
learning, others have not. While some students
have had seamless transitions to working at home, a
vast majority have not. Luckily, the administration
agrees with us. President Decatur has said multiple
times that the College’s priority would be to start
later in the calendar year and creatively change the
academic calendar around possible delays. We at
the Collegian applaud this approach. Having classes
start in August is much less important than making sure that classes offered next semester, whenever
it is, are the same quality that Kenyon students are
used to.
In order for this to work, though, the administration and the students need to work together to make
this viable and safe. In a recent interview with the
Collegian, Decatur mentioned that students were
probably going to have to adapt to some form of a
new normal until there is a vaccine for this virus.
This will mean wearing a mask to class if asked, and
potentially sacrificing NCA parties and all-campuses in the name of safety.
Putting regulations and guidelines in place is one
thing; enforcing them is a different issue. Whatever
those guidelines for safely reopening are, the Collegian implores returning students (and the incoming class of 2024) to follow these guidelines and use
social enforcement methods to make sure that your
classmates follow suit. In one of the first staff editorials of Volume 147, we encouraged students not
to use their phones on Middle Path. Now, in our
final staff editorial, we are advocating for students
to convince their classmates to wear their masks on
Middle Path.
Hopefully, these restrictions won’t last throughout the whole academic year. In an ideal world,
we’ll have a magic drug or vaccine that will end this
nightmare as soon as possible. But until then, Gambier has too many at-risk residents—namely some of
our beloved professors—to scoff at social distancing
guidelines in the name of having a good Friday or
Saturday night. As students, we will have the primary responsibility of preventing the spread of this
virus. Help protect the vulnerable in our beloved
community by taking this pandemic seriously.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-inchief Becca Foley ’20 and Adam Schwager ’20 and
executive director Tommy Johnson ’20. You can contact them at foley1@kenyon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.
edu and johnson1@kenyon.edu, respectively.

ALEX GILKEY

Delaying the start of the fall semester
should be Kenyon’s only contingency plan
SALVATORE MACCHIONE
OPINIONS ASSISTANT

We are living in the midst of an unprecedented logistical nightmare. The
outbreak of COVID-19 has wreaked
global havoc, leaving hospitals swarmed,
economies devastated and hundreds
of thousands dead. Here in the United
States, there is no clear end in sight and
school systems are scrambling for solutions. The uncertainty brought by the
virus has forced the American education
system to completely reassess the logistics
and functionality of the 2020-2021 school
year.
One option nearly all school officials
are weighing is the continuation of online
learning for the upcoming fall semester.
Schools nationwide found online learning to be the best choice to close out the
2019-2020 academic year, as it has allowed
instructors to implement at least some of
their remaining original curriculum. Unfortunately, the benefits of remote learning are somewhat lost when it is used as
a long-term solution. Kenyon cannot turn
to remote learning come August, as doing
so would exacerbate the effects of unequal
access to resources and unnecessarily reduce on-campus time for current undergraduates. In turn, the most optimal solution going forward is to delay the start
of the upcoming academic year. Kenyon
must prioritize higher quality on-campus
learning, and delaying the semester is the
only legitimate way of doing just that.
Online learning is innately reliant on
students’ access to resources that schools
would normally provide, the most pertinent of which is access to fast and reliable
internet. Although the majority of Kenyon students have no problem obtaining a
stable connection, there are some students
that do not have the means to do so. This
makes regular online lecture attendance
somewhat difficult, ultimately detracting

from the quality of their education.
Additionally, each student has unique
obligations and responsibilities at home
that they do not have on campus. For
some, this includes taking care of siblings
or working a job. A shift to online learning means having to juggle these alongside existing schoolwork, making remote
learning all the less optimal. Thus, it is
clear not all students have access to the
same time, energy and resources necessary to thrive in a remote learning environment. This creates an inequity in Kenyon’s online system, which if continued
would contradict the fundamental values
of our school, a school that prioritizes equitable access to education for all 1,700
of its students. To avoid compromising
the integrity of the College, Kenyon must
not risk jeopardizing years and years of
progress in equity for yet another online
semester.
Furthermore, online classes in fall
2020 would unleash a new deluge of logistical and fiscal problems for Kenyon. For
one, there is no fair way for the College to
charge a substantial tuition for an online
semester. Online classes are irrefutably a
fraction of the quality of traditional inperson classes and paying full price, or
anything close to it, would be heinous. It
is extremely difficult to justify paying any
considerable amount for a significantly
lower-quality education. After all, trying
to make out a professor’s staticky voice
amidst a cacophony of dog barking is a far
cry from the ideal Kenyon experience for
which we are paying.
In tandem with the negative aspects of
online classes, us college students want to
actually experience what is supposed to
be the most enriching time of our lives.
This sentiment is a simple one laden with
pathos, but it holds true for me and my
peers; college is often the most formative
and impactful period in a person’s life. It
is a time of nearly unparalleled personal

growth and relationship building, both
of which are directly impeded by the lack
of social interactions inherent in remote
learning. We are extremely fortunate to
have the resources to be able to achieve
higher education. However, it would be
unfortunate, to say the least, if almost a
quarter of our ever-fleeting, expensive
collegiate tenure was spent sitting in front
of a computer in a cramped bedroom.
This sentiment is echoed by undergraduates across the country. Combined
with the aforementioned economic influences, there would surely be an unprecedented amount of students who would
unabashedly take semesters or full years
off. This would not only cause the school
to further hemorrhage money, but would
also lead to a flurry of registration complications, enrollment confusions and budgeting problems. These circumstances
would ensure that the fall semester would
be a disaster — a semester of low enrollment and even lower engagement.
I do not doubt that the Kenyon administration realizes the numerous pitfalls of
online classes, as is implied in President
Decatur’s April 24 Student-Info email relaying the administration’s prioritization
of residential life. It appears that the administration and I are on the same page
here: Online classes are not a viable solution, and the most reasonable alternative
is delaying the start of 2020 fall semester.
This solution prioritizes not only the safety of the student body and faculty, but also
the integral values of Kenyon as an institution. Undergraduate time on campus
is maximized and access to resources remains equitable. If COVID-19 is still rampant come late summer, delaying the start
of the school year is the only appropriate
solution.
Salvatore Macchione ’23 is an undeclared major from Chicago, Ill. You can
contact him at macchione1@kenyon.edu.
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During this difficult time, spring sport seniors unfortunately will not have the opportunity to compete for
the last time, or be fully recognized for contributions
and individual accomplishments. Among those accomplished seniors is tennis player Jake Zalenski.
Zalenski ’20 prepares to hit a backhand volley. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Sometimes, passion starts with something
as simple as your parents introducing a pastime
to you. Jake Zalenski ’20 began playing tennis
from a young age with his mother growing up
in Canton, Ohio. The two would go to nearby
courts every day in the summer, and Zalenski
fell in love with the sport. His passion for the
game continued to grow as he started making
friends through camps and casual rallies. He
began playing tennis with increasing frequency
and the sport soon consumed his life.
When it came time to make a college decision, Zalenski looked at a large number of
schools with similar academic rigor to Kenyon.
His visit to Gambier was what really sealed the
deal. “I got to come to Kenyon and meet the
team and it was those older guys on the team
that influenced me to come there. I could see
myself fitting in well, I liked the culture of the
team, and that was honestly probably the biggest reason I ended up choosing Kenyon… I just
loved the community aspect.”
After arriving in Gambier in 2016, many of
the players that persuaded him to attend Kenyon became his role models. The seniors, including Mike Roberts ’17, Peter Hazlett ’17 and
Tristan Kaye ’17, emphasized team chemistry.
Hazlett quickly became one of Zalenski’s best
friends off the court. “He always put a lot of emphasis on the team being close off the court and
supporting each other on the court,” Zalenski
said. “He’s always been someone I try to model
my leadership after.” Zalenski’s chemistry with
his teammates would continue throughout his
Kenyon career, and he credits those connections as a major reason for his success.
On the court, Zalenski hit the ground running immediately. With a 20-10 singles record
in his first year, he earned the NCAC Newcomer of the Year award. The Lords won their 11th
consecutive NCAC conference championship

that year and Zalenski led the team to a win over
Kalamazoo College (Mich.) in the round of 32
of the NCAA Team Championship, winning
both his singles and doubles matches.
The following season, Zalenski improved on
an impressive first campaign, going 22-7 in singles play, which earned him the NCAC Player
of the Year award. Not only did his team win
another conference championship, but Zalenski
earned a spot in the NCAA Singles Championship, which consists of the top 32 singles players
in Division III. Kenyon made another run to the
round of 16 of the NCAA Team Tournament,
with Zalenski winning his singles match in
the team’s victory over the University of Mary
Washington (Va.).
It was hard to imagine how Zalenski could
improve in 2018-19, but he in fact did just that.
In what unfortunately proved to be his final
full season for the Lords, Zalenski won 20 of
24 singles matches. Yet again, he led his team to
the NCAA Tournament, as the team recorded
a 19-4 record. In a victory over Johns Hopkins
University (Md.), Zalenski did not lose a set
in two matches. He won his second consecutive NCAC Player of the Year award, and again
reached the NCAA Singles Tournament. Despite losing in the first round, he finished the
year as the 15th-ranked singles player in the
country.
Zalenski’s final list of accolades is astonishing. In only three full seasons, Zalenski earned
a 79-24 overall singles record, three All-American honors, three All-NCAC first team appearances, NCAC Newcomer of the Year, two
NCAC player of the year awards, two NCAA
Singles Tournament appearances, three NCAC
titles and three trips to the NCAA Team Tournament round of 16.
Despite these accomplishments in the college game, Zalenski’s perception of his own play

was always secondary to that of the team. Despite earning a spot in the NCAA D-III Singles
Championship in consecutive years, he failed
to win a match either year. Zalenski discussed
how he struggled to find his rhythm at the individual tournament. “I always found it difficult
in those situations because I kind of realized in
those moments that playing with my team was
what brought out the best in me, in terms of my
personality and my game,” Zalenski said. “I was
really fortunate to have those opportunities to
go as an individual, but it’s definitely tough and
it definitely made me appreciate my team a lot.”
Despite his struggles, Zalenski will certainly
miss the opportunity to compete in this year’s
individual play and appreciates his experience
over the last couple of years.
To no surprise, Zalenski’s fondest memory
of Kenyon tennis is not one of individual success, but of a team triumph at the 2018 NCAC
Championships. Zalenski was a sophomore and
the team was set to face a Denison University
team that was expected to really challenge Kenyon, who had won the conference the previous
11 years. He remembers fondly the team’s ability to embrace that adversity. A lot of the team
played at the top of their game; it was a moment
that really stands out to him as the peak of the
Lords’ performances.
In addition to Zalenski’s strong bonds with
his teammates, he attributes his development
to the philosophy of Kenyon’s head coach, Scott
Thielke. Zalenski said of Thielke’s lessons, “I
think just having that confidence, just knowing that it’s not the end of the world to lose, allowed me to play a lot more freely, allowed me
to take chances in my game. And it paid off.”
Thielke’s confidence in Zalenski and numerous
other players over the years has brought Kenyon’s tennis program lasting success. The Lords
have earned 18 NCAC titles in 25 seasons with

Thielke at the helm, including a current streak
of 13 consecutive championships. Thielke, who
also coaches the Kenyon women’s tennis team,
announced earlier this month that he will be
stepping down as coach of the Lords.
Zalenski considers himself incredibly fortunate to have played his entire career under Thielke. “What Scott did very well was just believing
in his players and I think he saw the opportunity
in that. He was never someone who was going to
be all over you. It was kind of on the guy to get
things done and I always really liked that. I think
that’s something I’ve learned I like in a leader,
and that I want to have in myself.”
The three time All-American’s leadership
and character will surely be missed at Kenyon.
Coach Thielke said of Zalenski, “Kenyon College and especially the Lords Tennis Team will
miss Jake’s presence on campus and the court.
We will never be able to replace all his great
qualities. Along with one of the greatest senior
classes ever, Jake, Austin, Luis and Patrick will
all be missed.”
After graduating from Kenyon, Zalenski will
begin a job in consulting at ZS Associates in Chicago. A double major in math and economics,
Zalenski has immense gratitude for his professors, who contributed greatly to his growth as an
individual throughout his time at Kenyon.
He especially appreciated how his professors
valued him both as a student and as an athlete.
“We don’t have to just know somebody in one
regard. So many of my professors were engaged
in both my athletics and academics. And that
just brought a whole new level of understanding
and appreciation from the professors which I always really liked,” he said.
Zalenski’s message to next year’s team is to be
confident in taking risks and making changes to
their games, and he wishes the class of 2024 the
best of luck in the upcoming academic year.

Zalenski follows through on a backhand. The senior had an illustrious career and will be remembered in Kenyon tennis history. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

